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THE WESLEY CIRCUIT 
December,2016 

CHRISTMAS IS 

COMING!  
A Different Kind of Christmas, an 

Advent study, begins on Sunday, 

November 27, during the Sunday 

School time.  If you are interested in enriching your family’s 

celebration of Christmas and are not already part of an adult class, 

join us in the Parlor at 9:50 a.m.  Based on Mike Slaughter’s 

popular book Christmas Is Not Your Birthday, this five-week study 

will empower your family to experience a Christmas season with 

more peace and joy than any toy or gadget could ever bring! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate the holiday season with the members of the Wesley 

United Methodist Church Chancel Choir as they present a 

traditional Renaissance Madrigal Dinner for your enjoyment! Join 

us for an evening of delicious food shared with new and old 

friends, songs to warm the heart, instrumental music, dancing, 

and costuming from the Elizabethan Age. The Wesley United 

Methodist Church Madrigal Dinner Performance will be held on 

December 17th at 6:00 p.m., beginning in the sanctuary and then 

moving to the Fellowship Hall. Advanced ticket sales are available 

between church services in the Fellowship Hall and through the 

church office during regular office hours; tickets are $15.  For 

additional information please contact Mrs. Juliane Sharp at 

jmsharp@consolidated.net. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Due to the many extra activities in December, 

we were unable to fit the calendar into this month’s  

paper copy of the Circuit. Copies of the calendar                            

are available on our website and at the church. 
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                News From the Scouts 

We hope you will mark your 

calendars and join us 

during the Advent season! 

Nothing I can do will change  

the structure of the universe.  

But maybe, by raising my voice,  

I can help the greatest of all 

causes – goodwill among men  

and peace on earth. 

- Albert Einstein -  

   

mailto:jmsharp@consolidated.net
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ADVENT SERMON SERIES 
When I look back over the years at Christmases that 

stand out, there is one that comes to mind.  A friend 

of our family was in the hospital on Christmas 

day.  She had cared for our family in many ways and 

we had planned for her to celebrate Christmas with 

us that year.  Instead, this former nurse found 

herself in the hospital.  Since she couldn’t join us for 

Christmas, we wanted to take Christmas to her.   

I took my guitar and Kalimba and we played and 

sang carols in the hospital room.  After we sang for 

a while in her room, we walked down the hall to a 

lounge for families on the Hospice wing to sing some 

more.  That year, it was different for us.  Rather than 

spending the time at the house with the focus on 

ourselves, we shared the Gift of Christmas with 

others in a place that was seemingly invisible to 

many.   

 

This Advent, the sermons, and Sunday school classes 

– age 1st grade through adult – will center around a 

book by Michael Slaughter titled Christmas is Not 

Your Birthday.  Slaughter reminds us that Christmas 

is not our birthday (except for my mother-in-law 

who’s among the small percentage of people whose 

birthday is on Christmas Day!).  What Slaughter is 

getting at is that in the bustle and hype of the 

season, it’s not hard to miss the point.  

 

I hope you’ll join us throughout Advent as we look 

at how we can experience something different this 

Christmas season.  The sermons will be loosely tied 

to the study much of the church will be doing.  

November 27 – Looking for A Miracle 

December 4 – Letting Go of the Martha Stewart  

                          Christmas 

December 11 – New Categories for Christmas 

December 18 – All I Want for Christmas 

December 25 – Christmas on the Inside 

 

The glory of Christmas goes far beyond what we’ve 

made of it.  Come rediscover the joy of a Different 

Kind of Christmas.  

Bob 

 

 
WORSHIP WITH US CHRISTMAS 

EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY 
Please join us on Saturday, December 24 for one or 

more of our Christmas Eve Services!  

 

 At the 3:00 p.m. service, we will celebrate 

Holy Communion and the Handbells will be 

providing music. 

 

 At 7:00 p.m. we will offer a family-oriented 

service with a Birthday Party for Jesus for 

children. The Chancel Choir will provide 

music.  

 

 Our 11:00 p.m. service will be more 

traditional with the CHS Choir and Alums 

singing. 

Each service will close with candlelight and the 

singing of Silent Night.  

 

Bring your family and join us on Christmas Day –

when we will offer ONE SERVICE at 10:00 a.m. 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

WALK THIS WAY. . .  
Now that the weather is 

chillier, we would like to 

remind you that you are free 

to walk the halls at Wesley 

Monday – Friday when the 

building is open. The northwest (Early Learning 

Center) door opens around 6:00 a.m.  and remains 

open until approximately 6:00 p.m. The west 

entrance is open from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Stay fit 

this winter by walking at Wesley! 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

NEWEST STEPHEN MINISTERS! 
Sunday, November 20, we commissioned two new 

Stephen Ministers—Sharon Brinkmeyer and Kathy 

Hampton.  They successfully completed 50 hours of 

training and are ready to provide one-to-one 

Christian care to those in our congregation and 

community going through difficult times.  They join 

a dedicated group of Stephen Ministers already at 

work in our congregation:  Carol Adams, Jayne 

Bardsley, Ruth Ann Craig, Maria Fichter-Wandling, 

Jane Gilbert, Bruce Gubbins, Loretta Lahr, Sharon 

Lauer, Gail Lockart, Nancy Marlow, Maury 

Shepherd, and Kathy Wright.  

 

ARE YOU FACING A BLUE 

CHRISTMAS? 
The joy of Christmas can turn into a 

time of painful loneliness and 

emptiness for those who have 

suffered a loss or who are going 

through a difficult time. But help is 

available. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to 

provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. 

They will listen, care, encourage, pray with and for 

you, and support you through the holidays and as 

long as your need persists. If you or someone you 

know is hurting, find out more about Stephen 

Ministry by talking with Nancy Marlow.  You can call 

her at the church (217-345-3917) or e-mail her 

at nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org.  Our Stephen 

Ministers are there to care! 

 

TIME TO ORDER 

CHRISTTMAS 

POINSETTIAS 
It’s time to order poinsettias 

for the Advent/Christmas 

season! Order forms are 

available in the church office 

and in your Sunday morning 

worship bulletin. The order deadline is Monday, 

December 12th.  Silk poinsettias may be sponsored 

for $10 each with all proceeds going to the Advent 

Offering. You may buy a live poinsettia for $15; live 

plants can go home with you after Christmas Eve 

services. All plants, silk or live, can be given in honor 

or in memory of someone or simply given as a gift.   

Please note that for bookkeeping purposes, we ask 

that you write SEPARATE checks for silk plants and 

live plants.   

 
Gifts have been given to Wesley Church 

in memory of Ruth Pence, 

and in honor of  

Good Neighbor,  

Bud Sanders. 

mailto:nmarlow@charlestonwesley.org
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BARBERSHOP 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
On Sunday, December 4th, the 

Coles County Barbershop Chorus 

will present their 42nd Annual 

Christmas Benefit Concert(s).  The 

3:00 p.m. concert will be held at 

WUMC, and the 7:00 p.m. program will be held at 

the First Presbyterian Church in Mattoon.  The 

concert lasts one hour and is FREE to the public.  A 

free-will offering is taken, and annually more than 

$5,000 is generated for area food pantry and 

homeless shelter programs.  The 25-man chorus and 

quartets will be joined by a group of ladies while 

closing the program with “God So Loved the 

World”.  Both sites have plenty of parking and the 

facilities are wheel chair accessible.  

 

DECEMBER 

MISSION 

PROJECT 
During the holiday 

season, the Missions Ministry Team has traditionally 

divided the December Mission offering into three 

charities: a local cause, a regional agency and an 

international relief organization. 

 

Our local cause is a special Wesley United Methodist 

Church fund called “The Good Samaritan Fund.”  

This fund is used to help members and friends of our 

church family in times of need and is confidentially 

administered by certain members of our staff. 

 

For our regional agency, we have selected Golden 

Cross, which is a ministry of the Illinois Great Rivers 

Conference. Golden Cross benefits ten facilities in 

our conference for older adults, children and family, 

and hospital pastoral care. These facilities care for 

people of all ages and at all stages of life.  More than 

30,000 individuals are served each year, 19,000 

hours are given by more than 2,000 volunteers, and 

$10,000,000 of benevolent care is received. 

  

Our international focus this year is for Haiti 

Hurricane Relief administered by the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  A month 

ago, Hurricane Matthew blasted through 

southwestern Haiti and left widespread devastation 

destroying homes and leaving people destitute and 

in great need of food and water. 

 

If you would like to donate to the Advent/December 

Mission Project, please make your check out to 

Wesley UMC with Advent Offering on the memo 

line or visit our website at 

www.charlestonwesley.org and click on the 

$ button at the bottom of the page.  If you prefer to 

make a cash donation, there are blue mission 

offering envelopes in the pew backs.  Thank you very 

much for your support. 

The Missions Ministry Team 

 

THANKS FOR CARING! 

Wesley UMC held its first Thanks-for-Caring Project 

this past week.  So many cookies were baked and 

donated that the project's original purpose became 

an overflowing success! Baggies of cookies went to 

a total of 485 caregivers in 9 different care facilities 

where we have residents.  Extra cookies that were 

brought in also allowed platters of cookies to be 

taken to our two fire stations, the police station, the 

sheriff's office, and even added to the dessert 

selection for our church's Beans and Cornbread 

Fundraiser for P.A.D.S.  59 cookie bakers and 14 

delivery people brought and delivered the cookies. 

That's a total of 73 Wesley people loving and serving 

and saying, "Thanks for Caring!" To those 73, we say, 

"Thanks and blessings to you for your kind acts of 

Thanks-Living!" 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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ANONYMOUS 

GIFT TO  

MISSIONS 

MINISTRY 

TEAM 
As we announced in 

October’s newsletter, the Missions Ministry Team 

recently received a very generous gift of $5,000 from 

an anonymous donor. 

 

As was stated in the previous newsletter, we initially 

decided to focus on local charities and designated 

$1,000 each to: P.A.D.S. (Public Action to Deliver 

Shelter), S.A.C.I.S. (Sexual Assault Counseling & 

Information Service), and HOPE of East Central 

Illinois (Housing, Outreach, Prevention and 

Education for women and children who are victims 

of domestic violence). 

 

We have recently decided to spend the remaining 

$2,000 on international needs as follows: 

 $1,000 to UMCOR – U.S. Disaster Relief 

 $1,000 to Global Health (focusing on health 

                care for women and children) 

 

The funds to UMCOR – U.S. Disaster Relief – will be 

designated to the clean-up efforts due to the 

aftermath of Hurricane Matthew.  The money going 

to Global Health will focus on wellness checkups, 

preventive malaria treatment for pregnant women, 

skilled birth attendants, and salaries for health 

workers. 

The Missions Ministry Team 

 

MOVING FORWARD 
As I continue to watch the aftermath of the recent 

election, one element that stands out to me is how 

hard it is for many to move forward. Asking 

hypothetical questions that have no answer (like, 

“what would be happening had it gone the other 

way”) don’t seem to be very helpful. Perhaps a 

better question for us now is, “how can we move 

forward?”   

 

Yet, for some, even this question may appear to 

have no answer.  Emotions are running high.  We 

fixate on possible outcomes. The possible outcomes 

produce fear.  Fear hijacks our emotional 

health.  Talking with someone “on the other side of 

the aisle” can be helpful; but in some instances, it 

only seems to throw fuel on the fire, thus adding 

frustration to the mix.  So how can we move 

forward?  I believe there are some practical ways to 

do so. This is by no means an exhaustive list, but as 

I read and pray, these simple steps seem to be a 

good start.  

Look Inside Yourself 

First, take a deep look inward.  What is guiding your 

relationships with others: love or emotion? Per 

United Methodist Counselor, Rev. W. Craig Gilliam, 

when we find ourselves increasingly anxious about 

something, we tend to rely on emotional reactions 

rather than reasoned responses (think Facebook 

feed!).  When our speech is guided by our emotions, 

we frequently end up hurting someone, either 

intentionally, or unintentionally. Our tendency, says 

Gilliam, is to find others who think like we 

do.  Perhaps we do this to soothe our anxiety.  Of 

course, when we retreat to the “safe spaces” of 

being with people who think like we do, we can fall 

into a false narrative. The false narrative is 

something like, “They are bad.  We are good.  God is 

on our side.”  Are you only hanging out with folks 

like you?  Are you living out of love or out of 

emotion? 

See Others Like Christ Does 

See others the way Jesus sees them.  Perhaps over 

(CONTINUED, NEXT PAGE)                                                                
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(MOVING FORWARD, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 

the last 1-18 months, you have moved away from 

others who think differently than you.  If so, is it 

possible to see them as Christ sees them? When 

Jesus looks at you, do you think he focuses on your 

shortcomings, or on his love for you?  When Christ 

looks at us, he chooses to love us despite our 

downfalls.  God’s grace is available to all.  But how 

will all see God’s grace unless it comes through us? 

That begins not only with our demeanor and 

countenance, but also how we talk with others; our 

words and our tone.  Who knows what can happen 

when we see others through Christ’s eyes.  This 

brings to mind the story of Esther, who found favor 

in the eyes of King Xerxes.  When the Jewish race 

was threatened by an evil plan to destroy them, 

Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, knew Esther could put an 

end to the plot to kill the Jews. (Esther 

4:14).  Putting it in perspective for Esther, he said, 

“Maybe it’s for such a time as this that you are 

here.”  Maybe this is our time to show the world 

another way forward.  This doesn’t happen quickly 

or even naturally.  But seeing others through Jesus’ 

eyes is another great place to start. 

Serve someone 

Whenever we find a place to serve in the community 

or in the church, we temporarily take our eyes off 

ourselves and put them on others’ 

needs.  Volunteering at Coalition for People in Need 

or at P.A.D.S. in Mattoon, or at the church, or at 

Soup Stop can help us take our eyes off our own 

narrative and put it on another’s.  Giving to others 

helps us rediscover the joy of serving.   

Go for a walk 

Someone once told me when you take a walk, be 

sure focus far down the road, toward the 

horizon.  Their rationale was that when we look at 

our feet, we see only what is in front of us.  When 

we look far down the road, we start to focus on the 

possibilities.  Clearly some folks are still needing 

time to process all that has happened 

politically.  And, my guess is that we will always have 

something in that arena to talk about.  Exercise not 

only will get the endorphins flowing, but it can be a 

great catalyst to get us thinking in different arenas.  

Ration the Exposure to Media 

While it’s important to be informed, our exposure to 

the media can easily fall into a category of “over-

saturation.”  When we stop to look at all the sound 

bites that are presented, it is staggering.  Believe it 

or not, most media outlets have a bias.  The more 

we expose ourselves to the news, the more anxious 

we can become.  I like the way Rev. Gilliam put 

it: “media outlets are like a hose pumping anxiety 

into our homes.”  If you are finding yourself anxious 

over the news – limit your intake to levels that you 

can digest.  Choose one hour of news programming 

per day, or simply cut back if you are steeping 

yourself in the news.  Avoid overexposure which can 

lead to anxiety.  

Worship 

Lastly, when we worship, we remember that we are 

not on the throne.  We remember that our hope is 

not in any human being but firmly positioned in the 

God of the Universe as revealed through Jesus 

Christ.  When we worship, we remember how good 

God is and all the things that God has done on our 

behalf.  We have the opportunity to give God the 

things that entangle us and invite God into the areas 

of our lives that need healing.  

 

There is no fast track to healing.  But if we give 

ourselves to the process and invite God to do the 

work in us that only God can do, we will be living in 

a space that is conducive to healing.  

Praying with you on the journey!  

Bob 

But as for you, return to your God, 

    hold fast to love and justice, 

    and wait continually for your God. 

            Hosea 12:6 (NRSV) 
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SCOUT NEWS 

Wesley’s boy scouts posted 

flags on Lincoln Avenue and 

provided the color guard for 

Charleston Middle School’s 

Veterans Day program.  They 

also provided a color guard and served as ball 

handlers for the K of C statewide soccer goal kick 

tournament held at EIU, and served as helpers for 

the P.A.D.S. benefit dinner at the church last Friday. 

Troop 141 scouts visited the Ernie Pyle WWII 

Museum on the way to their Columbus Day 

weekend campout at Shades State Park, where they 

went canoeing and kayaking on Sugar Creek, and 

hiking at Turkey Run. Scouts also camped and 

kayaked at Lake Sara, while another patrol held a 

campout in Edgar County. 

 

Joe Thomas passed his Board of Review to become 

the Troop 141’s 40th Eagle Scout. 

  

With the donation of the new 14-foot red cargo 

trailer to the troop, their 12-foot black trailer will be 

kept for ASP mission trip use and other church 

needs.  

  

Thank you to Wesley members for contributing 280 

pairs of shoes to benefit Soles4Souls, and to those 

who purchased popcorn for the support of the 

troop. 

  

Scouts are building a small shed next to the garage, 

where church and Early Learning Center paper and 

cardboard will be held for pick up by CCAR.  As an 

additional benefit of their project, the church saved 

money by cancelling the commercial pickup of 

recycling. 

Happy Birthday  

to the following  

Wesley folks! 

Kelley Bensley 

Betty Campbell 

Marge Checkley 

Caroline Christian  Julie Dietz 

Michelle Easter  Adam Easter 

Warren Ebinger  Debby Esarey  

Jenny Fagaly   Layla Flack  

Steve Green   Don Grewell  

Brenda Hale   Bill Hill 

Wheaton Hendrickson Cosette Hutti 

Steve Honselman  Carla Honselman 

Dick Hummel   Judy James  

Darrell King   Dana Meyer 

Becky Metzger  Roy Meyerholtz 

Scott Meyer   Jean Rinefort 

Olivia Schuette  Lisa Shepherd 

Cathy Senior   Mary White 

Jeanne Thomas   Wilma Zane 

Cathy Matheny 

 

We are excited to let you know that we will be 

offering DISCIPLE FAST TRACK!  The group will meet 

each Wednesday at 5:30PM beginning January 4th 

and ending May 24th. Covering the scope of the 

entire Bible in 24 weeks, the group will meet for just 

75 minutes, as opposed to the older Disciple Bible 

Study which met for 2.5 hours for almost an entire 

year.  You can brown bag your dinner, or just come 

and enjoy study, fellowship and a time of learning 

together. The study will be led by Pastor Janice Kahl.  

Mark your calendars now and watch for details and 

a sign-up sheet soon!  Start 2017 right by getting on 

the Fast Track!! 
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WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street – Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

Fax: 217-345-3922 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 

Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   
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